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ABSTRACT 

A discussion of life^long education, specifically a 
quest for it, is piesented* The attitude of the student at 20 toward 
education and knowledge is described, A discussion of adult education 
in building a better world is focused upon,. Political currents and 
the need for social Change are also discussed. It is* concluded that 
only an evolution in political thinking leading to a new view of the 
relationship between the authorities and the citizen can make it 
possible to set the objectives of a new kind of education, which will 
replace tradition, (CK) 
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What did we expect of lift when we were twenty? We wanted^ first of all, 
a life in the full sense and therefore one whiah not only brought us the satlefaQ- 
tlona of llvl^ but offered what It la not tmumial to hope for in addition - the 
opportunity to advanee aa far ae poaelble along the path of knowledge, feeling 
art and poetry* We expected much mor^^ tton this, however * We wanted a chanee 
to oontrlbute to the making of a better wwld, better for us^ better f or ashars 
aM for fflanklnd aa a whole - how, Indeed, oould these aspiratlona be separated, 
seeing that It Is neither desirable nor atolsslble, nor even realistic to oreate 
a haven ot peaee and for oneself when the rest of tha world is dominated by 
fear and tyranny? Thm events which followed were wifortunata]^ to prove us 



These ware the * thirties, end elvlU.mtlon was a3j^eady at crisis point which 
shows Incidentally that the orlsle we hear so muah about today le not new* 

We were in an exbraordlnary dllensna. On the one hand we were unable to 
Identify with a society whose ralsons dTttre and values we could not aecepti on 
the other hand, an even worse alternative, t^ triumph of raeiallsm and other 
forms of liratlonallty, aM a return to bwbarlss - had somehw to be avoided. 
For this reason, we could not stand aloof ftom the great battles which were loom- 
ing ahead. 

Our recipe for Im^ovlng the struotwea and conditions of Individual and 
ioolal life was determinedly (and for mray people exclusively) polltlGal* We 
thought of altuatlons and problems in terais of power aj^ more specifically in 
terms of the assumption of power* SlTCe the obstacles lay In. the structwes anl 
Inatltutlons of an ctitdated society where disorder aid privilege were rife, the 
only solution we could lee was to change society. 

At that age^ om Imagines that everytMng will come right if only om can 
change the system and the institution anl alter the natm'e of government j the 
vlllalna will be elmaed out a^ the IncOTpetent wept aside j go<^ and honest 
people will come into their own, put an end to corruption and govern the res 
^^^^a conscientiously and with dtdiQatlon. Justice will wlgn between individ- 
uals aM between groups by virtue of new laws and new social ralatlonBhlps * 

Experlenae and reflection upon timt experience were soon to lead us into 
ne^ paths of thought and action, Nom of us, Inderi, d^4ited or could ever have 
dotted the Imp^an* aiii ftarfamental r8le of political aatlon* Political action 
^ovldes the power Md the means to overoome the foroes of resistance, and when 
we look back at the most slgMfleant ai^ valuable adviaioes made by modern olvlll^a- 
tlon, we we forced to admit that th^^ wlsdcan reason, but 

trm the Interplay of pQlltlcal Interests wd a^ltlons, demanas and rebellions. 



A certain number of us were rapldj^ Induoed to cha^e eowaep however* 
While they still reoognlged crucial toportance of the forces at work In 
political attiti^es and operations, they^ were bilged to t^e ethw factws lirto 
account In their perspective on the bul better world. That perspective 

was now one of education, and mwe especially adult education. 

. Ijte. nan j^QbabJ^ :ali syppathi sy^h a fchwsge of otrtlo^, Polltloal 

action requires slmpllfleatloM. it a does not go in 

for subtleties. There are th^^^^^ and aecordlng to what 
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thoii pbj©etlves are, so people take eidiSi are trlmMm or enemies, virtuous or 
villainous* Suoh a atat© of affaj^s Is perhapi necessary and in any aase intv- 
Itable* There are mai^ ptople, perhaps the raajarlty of mai&lnd, who find this 
Gompartmeirtallsatlon quite reasewlng, but thie was not the ease with us* We 
could not holp being aware of the coniplexlty of human nature ^ the mSLt^ aontradie** 
tlona^ the mijcture of reason aM unreaaon^ generosity selfiohness whlah goes 
IntQ the make-up of every Individual, whlehever side he Is on. The imperatlvea 
of the struggle might foroe ua to t^e no notice of ow true feelings for a while 
but they reappear with all their original force as soon as the opportunity arises , 

It was perhaps beea\4Se we had this kli^ of temperament j responsive both to 
the dlfferenees and to the universality of the hwnan condition, that we gradually 
came to set ourselves objectives other than the ob jeetlvee of the political 
struggle* Let us eali It ooMern tor the long term* However short a man^s life 
may be. It la composed of numsrwa episodes ard pasBes tl'^ough mai^ atagas. It 
covers a certain' length of time* Wa did. not bellevs the ambition of a lifetime 
could be reduoed to the attainment of a r^artlcular objective, however noble and 
vast It might be. 

A final word about people's different tem^rMents, oonQeptlons and outlooks. 
Some people concentrate their attention on the eolleotlve aspects of the himjan 
phenomenon* Their IntereBt is monopolised by the masses, by the forces at work, 
by structwes and Institutions, anfl it Is these that they consider important - 
The individual, In their view, tends to be absorbed Into these vast patterns and 
construots. Other people, on the contrary, are conscious primarily of taian 
experlenee In its individual foOT. What interests them above all else is the 
single, unique. Irreplaceable llfe*etory of an Irdlvidunl, the awakening of a 
coMclousness, the whole set of ways of thinking, ftelii^, and establishing 
relatloMhlps with himself arO. with the world which are peeullar to the Iwaivldual, 
his own particular way of tackling and solvlr^ the problems he encountera both 
outside and within himself which la, and always will be, different trim yther 
people^a ways* 

In the final analysis, there la a natwal division of functions bet^reen the 
ap^oach which could be oall^ SQolologlaal ar4 the ap^oaeh which, for want of 
a better term, might be called psychQlegloal or iSillosophlcalV It Is obvious 
that neither of these approaohea Is inferior to the other ajid that each makes 
Its omi vital eontrlbutlen to our kno*f ledge ^ It is none the less true that 

the seoona approach la in a very special sense the approach of the educator, if 
one accepts that the aim of Education foim the mind, the bc^y aisi the 

character, after aU, where else do mlM, body ard ch^acter belong but within 
the restricted aj^ yet limit leas space of a particular lirilvldual In the dont^rt 
of his own being and becoml]:^? 

These considerations concerning dlff coMeptlona ai^ wojld 
not In themselves have sufficed t© set eduoatlonal 
action, If they had not colMlded with the conclusions to which we %are driven by 
the events of the times In which we were living* There have been quiet anfl peace- 
ful periods In man's history, at least if we take the history of only certain 
partlculax* p^ts of the world, but, for tia of the western world, such has not been 
Qur_ lot • 

^e ten years between 1955 bxA 19^5 will ia?*obably be counted as among the 
most eventful and slgnlf leant In history. For that brief space of time, tvetrthlng 
was at stake, the fate of Individuals ai^ the eolleetive fate of nations biA 
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peoples allka. Even good and evil - as rarely happena In Mstory - appeared 
elearly Identified, iharply defined ai^ separated i on the one hand the negation 
of two thousand years of efforts to bring mankliri out of slavery and Idolatry, on 
the other an allianoe of men of all sorts arrf corKiltions, resolved to oppose the 
triumph of the Beast| the satanlo alliance between folly, Gontempt for man and 
lust for power. Sufflqe it hBre to say that the combination of struggles and 
saoriflcee, organliatlona^ might and teohnological limovation, and the fortunes 
of war tipped the balanQl at the end of these ten years in favour of what one 
must call pood when one thlrigs of what the fate and future of the world would 
have been had the other side won. In the first flush of victory bxA^ In our case, 
of liberation, It seemed to many of oi^ cOTpanlons that the time had eome to 
exploit to the J\ill a situation which looked faVTOrabl© for them to aasume power, 
ar^ that the major objective, whioh was to transform the institution and 
structures^ should twkm prebedenoe over any other- The means by which oontrol 
was to be seized were to depeni on the kind of resiatanoe enaountered* Violence 
and diotatorshlp were rmtwally not ruled out, even if they were not aystemat- 
ioally sought* 

Why were we unable at the time to adopt this viewpoint? Today the reasons 
seem to us fairly elear and strong, but at the time things did not seem so clear* 
Hather we followed ow Instlriots ai^ we argued more trom what we could not do 
than tTQm what we could (among other things, we aould not bring owselves to 
share oertaln enthuelasms, certain transports of delight). 

It did not appear obvious to us that the time was ripe for that radloal 
change of riglme , however desirable it might have seemed • , . 

In faet, despite a number of not inoonsiderable raforms aai achlevemints ard 
in. spite of a steady increase In the national InoOTe which has benefited many . > 
sections of sooiety, the powers of deoislon are vested in an Inereaslngly small, 
number of persons who are less and leas subject tn ai^ ehecfcs, whether it be in 
finance, Industry or politics. Far from havi^ advoio^ along the road of free- 
dom and responsibility, our right to be consulted on ever^hlng which conEtltuter 
the essence of publio life seems ctoei^scrlbed* 

We had no idea at that time of the course which mar society was to take \ 
between then and nm* Others bitter equlpp^ ,to read the futwe tMn ourseives / 
ware perhaps able to foresee the withering away of democratic Inst Itutlona, 
morals and cpnoeptiOM- Our "wladom*^ at the time was limited to thirling that 
the revolution was not going to take- place straight away not one of those cases 
where one can derive iMch satisf aotlon ftom havi^ been right* 

Btom there, however, we arrived at certain conclusions and choices which 
were different ftom those of the trade imlons or po which 
thaught that the workers and their aU had to be keprt in a state of ooMtant 
raadlnesB for decisive battles aM In a militant, almost milit^sr ft'ame of mlna. 

: As is well toaown, the miiltwy spirit, wMtever l has a predom* 

Inant tewleney towards simplification. It cannrt abide discussion or subjective 
interpc*etation. It manifests itself on the intallectual level by orders an! 
instructions. No latitude or flexibility Is allowed exnepfc In the restricted 
field of tactics, and manoeuvre* It is an afflMiation of the spirit of dogmatiom, 
with all the short-term advantages that = it implies and all the lor^--term havoc 
it wreaks. Militants can expect of their leaders devotion bxA readiness to t^e 
decisions, but can sc^cely hope for aceiarata Information fi*om them as to situa- 
tions aM motives. 



For the pevmomX reasons explainQd ebove, we tmx^ It difficult to enlAst 
u^er theit eolouTBi but, above all, m did not bellavt that this was the path 
by whloh that better life upon which our expectations arri hopes were oentred oould 
b© rsaohed, 

Wa attributed only a itrlGtly qualified value to the merits of the military 
spirit even if we could appraolate why It was neeesi^y for the time beli^* When, 
however, the military spirit persists after the Glraumstanoes which aalled It 
forth have ceased to obtain. It thtii loses all Justlflcmtlon and becomes a pos* 
Itlvely adverse factor. It ssemed to us that the leadars of the worklr^ class 
movement, wMle acting In all good faith and for reaaona which were often noble, 
had not attempted to develop among the workers that f^ee spirit of enquiry, that 
questioning, original outlook which Is the halJjTjark both of the Mlentlflc 
attitude towards reality and action and of an adult oonaeptlon of thought and 
existence* Inspired as they were by a r^stieal view of political action, their 
aim was regimentation of the masses, tw whleh l^octrlMtlon la a natwal pre* 
requisite* 

In these elrewiitanots, what was left for us to do In ipeolal poaitlon 
as liitellectualE from, to s^ie ejrtent, bowgeole baekgrouMls? We had, as they, 
say, thrown In our lot with the people but we did not share, far better fw worse, 
the condition of the working class, c»M althwgh we had enjoyed Initial education* 
al advantages, we were often lacklns in human experleMe* The ch&lce was not an 
easy onat We^could always have kept quiet a^ toed the line, Joining and swell* 
ing the rai&s of those who, by their dally activity, though beset by the greatest 
difficulties i defend the workera» Interests Inch by Inch. 

Such Is the call of service ^ It has Its own graMeur to4 Its own Justlf lea* 
tlon, even If it has to be paid for dear^ by aacrlf ices which involye more than 
just time and energy and even if It raeana losing a ^rt of one^s soul. Although 
It is eertalnly understandable why some have chose this path, It Is not swprlslng 
that there are sane, too, who have had a rude flw^ening* 

We did not have the courage to make this kind of sacrifice ^ nor did we think 
that this was the way to make the best use of our particular kind of ability aM 
experience , We were educatora by B?ofeSBioni this meant that twenty years of 
study, practice, meetings and contacts, reading and research ^^M^ given us a 
oertaln ability in instructing, comunlcatlng Ideas and acquiring languages of 
o^nsRinlMtlon* Both by Inclination and vocation, we. had establish^ ar^ developed 
a constantly renewed dialogs aM exchai^e with very varied milieux, ar^ the war 
had given us, as it did a© many Intellectuals of our gtoratlon, the opportianity 
to live and work with ^ople SCi*OT SMlal and working backgro 
ft'om ow own. With this preparation, we felt technical^ and morally ready to 
make ow oontrlbutlon to a kitA of education In which this experience of exahang* 
and communlQatlon among adults could be cohtlriued ar^ deepened. When one has 
exi^rlencad and practised this klM of work, one acquires a taste for It which 
lasts the rest of one\s life. But we had also begun to feel that work of 
edueatidn among ehlldren and adolescents, howaver Important ani neeeosary, was 
only a klrii of preparation and only an imperfect pi*eflparatlon of the real ^ocess 
of education, which only assumes Its full meaning and scop© when it takes place 
amo^f^eqimls, l*e. among people who have reaeheSa adulthood. We fait that the 
overall future bf education was homA up with the establishment aiKi functlonli^ 
of this new order In training and education* 
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Clrewnstanots favoured a venture of this kimt by a eombinatlon of the 
neQassltlea aM hasarda of the .struggle sigalnat the OGGupsrlng forQis, a partic- 
ularly large group of yming men f ourd theraielvei all together In the south* 
eastern town where 1 was worklrjg at the time. They shared outlook In varying 
degrtaa. Their origins aid t^lr eduGatlonal, soolal and culti^al baekgrouMs 
were very varied. There were fervent oathollcs and no less fervent oommunlsta, 
engineeri, teohnlolani, a few ]^lloiophers and a few literary people. There were 
very few who had a3jeady been In a Job aM apart fran their pai-tloular experlenee 
of eommand aid organiEatlon, moat of ttom war© -kbsolute beginners^* 

All in all 5 ti^y ware a mixture of exoeptloiml mturlty and jreat naivety. It 
was^ In fact, a time for dlsooverlng the wwld and oneself^ a time of birth and 
rebirth whiah gave spirit^ wings aM Imagination even to the least likely can- 
didates for such an adventwe and those most inollned by temp^ramant to settle 
down aomfortably within the system* 

I believe th^t the veoatlon which most of thOT felt deep down was not really 
for education, but rather for teahMeal mattari aiKi politics, as subsequent events 
proved. % purpose her©, however, Is not to write a history for which this Is 
not the place. Suffioa It to say that &Lwe and beyond their differences of 
background, Job, interests, ard philosophical ard political creed, what united 
these young man was the fact that they had cm© into contact with' education. 

Most of thM had takiin part In the ResistaM©, Thay had acquired there that 
Resistance spirit which left its indelible mark on all whom it touched. The word 
Reslatanca of coi^sa covers a variety of factOTS, feelings and interests which 
were scmatlmes In conflict. Those who had experienced it in all its fullness, 
howaver, had foiad In It two baslq aspiratlonss torards limovition^ a^id tovmrds 
human brotherhood. Thm ta^te for Innovation was armased by the Impression that 
the world wa had known was crumbling awl that the traditional ©dlflee of instltu* 
tlons, structures, beliefs, nort^hs and relationships no loager had any sure founda- 
tion, not even In the minds and coBBclances of those who sat themselves up as Its 
guardians and defenders. It was perhaps an illusion but certain^ only a semi- 
lllusloni although It Is true tlmt no new wwld las arisen to vake Its place, 
the old world has continued to deterlorata aM to lose cradlbllity. We teve 
aburdantevldanee of this every day, particularly spectacular explosions occur 
from time to time, aruptlng ttooi^h the ora^^^ In the system and showing that a 
new spirit is everywhere prep^ing to em€*rg 

There was scHBetMng which was not a seml-llluslon, howaver, aid this, in 
the words-^of one of them was "the meeting of men"* It Is a long story ft aught 
with significance and rich in episodes • To put It brief these young men on 
the ttoeshoM of tto adult life hM llwd t^^ eni* They 

had axparlenoad spalls of Intense action in combat but also long weeks of Inactlv* 
Ity aid waiting/: What happened situation of ' 

this klrd:, IMlvlduals 11 the rut discover pmfers and abilities in 

thamselvas i*leh roublne w cTOstral^ j^d been 

irihlblted or released. Itoi^ qualltlM emerge In paopla Mtharto dulled by 

their lives, temperaments assert tl»M Md vooatlons a^f est themselves. 

Tl^st ttoea elemanta In Gofflblmtlon m^ and variad talents form-* 

a j team,; an exhllar^^ historloal ^^atti^, and a eeriee oir specif^ requests 
from active political a^ social circles - ware to m^e poaalbla an experiment 
in adult education aljnost xmparalleied 1 I consider It one of my 

greatesV to have been associated with it aid to have had a variety 

of responsibilities and functions . ,1 was given the Job. of eatablisMng and 

* s education centre, with premises in' tlie labour exchange • 
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Our task was to htlp to train trade union leaders and, In a more ganeral way, 
those destined to prwlde the leadership for the new strueturts of the society 
born of the Resistance « &ar worl: thus had a very ^onounced funotlonal slant. 
It was Imposed on us by clrcwistances'and It also correspoiided to a dootrlne, a 
dootrlne we had all to a greatar or lesser extent worked out for ourselves dwing 
those recent years vihen wa had had the tims to thirfc and, to a certain extent^ 
to experiment. We had taken a close look at what had been previously achieved In 
so^Qallod popular culture In Btanoe arid wers resolved to follovr radlaally different 
paths * 

It seemed to us that the weakness and consequently the fragility of most of 
the aotlvities whloh had aroused the enthuelaam and energy of previous generations 
was largely due to errors of theory* Our pr0deoe3Bors had remained prlBoners of 
a traditional conGeptlon of culture ai^ were consequently doaiied to fallm'e. 
They thou^t of culture as a ielf*domiln compriiif^ the sum total of knowledge 
aoeuiMlated over the eenturles aM the sum total of experiences aM achievements 
in the various sectors of science, art aM literature. As it was a domain, one 
could enter It or remain outside* Once onm entered , one could oooupy more or 
less of its territory depending on ehance, the type of eduaatlon one had reeelved, 
one's tastes and Interests, Soma speciGllz^d in history, others In geography 
others again In mathematlce , In lltiratwe , etc . 

If one adopts this "geographical** conception of oultwe, It Is obvloue that 
there Is great Inequality of opportunity for leadli^ a ^cultured** life. There 
are the eultural rich and the cultiaral poor, the privileged aM the vletlms,.the 
Initiates ar^ the uninitiated i there are those who have had the b%neflt of a 
thorough school and university education ajKl who have learned the methods and 
languages of conmunlcatloni and those whose Intellectual materials and tools are 
limited* 

One can understartf why ui^er these elrcumstances, the eduoators who devoted 
themselvaa to the servloa of the people in suoceeslve generations had one major 
objectives to reduce Inequality and open wide the doors and broaden the paths of 
aacesi to cultxu^e* They thus set themselves up as the distributors of an elaborate 
and^ to a greater or lesser e^rtent, codified system of knowledge. It will not 
be difficult to guess the reasons for, and the basis of , our crltloal attitude. 
Whilst aQknowledglng that their IntfRntions were honourable anS noble, we could 
see a number of mistakes and fallacies In this kind of apj^oachi mlst^es as to 
the nature of knowledge oultm»e aM the fallaoy of ^psentlng specific models 
of cultural experience dating from a particular historical period as culture 
itself and, In tMa partlcul^ case, Impoal^ patterM of life, peroepfclon and 
sensibility elaborated over genaratl thr^ bourgeoisie on other sections of 

society* The latter either could not racognls,^ themselves in the Interj^etatlons 
glvah them and thus remained an the eidellnea or ,1 they Imppened to be allured 
and tempted by certain as pect a , o Quid pick up nothlrig mor e tlmn the erurabs f r 
the p^eat cultural feast . In a word , this attempt to 1^^^ 
culture was flffwed in its ve^ ani was doOTed t© fall^o. 

We were motivated by quite a different 
life. We tried to «^ut out a p riori references -to a- ready-madeycut-and-dried 
oultwe and were con need that the only service an educator can do for anyone 
else, partlQUlwly an adult » is to jglve him the tools and pwt him In situations 
where, on the basis of his* own station In society/ his own daily axparlences, 
struggles, successes and setbacks, he is able to build up his own system of 
knbwledgej to thirfc things ttoou^ on his own ard, by degrees, to take possession 
"Sf the -various elements of his personality, fill them out and give thorn form and 
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ej^rssilon. In other words ,^ the ability to eomunleatep to gtand up for oneeelf 
and to participate in tht oominon struolee beeomes, acoording to this view^ as 
important aa the ability to leam^ wi^ther to satisfy curiosity w to Inortaoe the 
effectiveness of one's work or trade mlon or polltlGal aativlty* Thus we eame 
to attribute to baing^ In all its aspeots and In all its many dimensions ^ the 
paramount Importance it deserves and to set the acqulrgTOnt of QUlture in its 
rishtfial placs^ whlsh Is the purely relative one of baoomlng meaningful only when 
In^e^ated Into a living^ fitting being and into a series of axperienoes of llfe^ 
eaoh one individual and unique. 

How far did we go in applying these prlnolples? We did not, of cowae^ 
carry them to their oonoluslons. To establish a ooherant system of methods would 
have needed muoh greater knowledge and ability than we posseified* Nevertheless^ 
throu^out our e^^rlment at the centre ^ we attainted to be as "funotlonal" as 
possible* Rich in ottt* team's mary taltnts and abilltleij w© oarrled out a study 
on the currant and specific needs of the workera we were Sealing with, They^ of 
course 5 participated in this identification process. It was natural that they 
wanted to be taught about business raanagement and labour law. We added to this 
a history of the working class movement whlchj as we teow^ is usually left out 
of school syllabuses. Where we perhaps showed most origajiality and Inrnglnatlonj 
howtvar, ms In the field of Intelltctual tralnlns. Thanks to teamwork In which 
techrilclansj engineers ^ ordinary worKersj profeselonal teachers and some philosophy 
spaolaliste took. part ^ we elaborated a method to ^loh we gave the prcgrammatlo 
name of "entra^nen^nt mental" - mental training^ in whloh one can Immediately 
spot the reference to other fOTms of tralnlnsi whether sport or vocational. For 
priisent puiyosts let us merely say that this Mthod tried to develop certain 
habits and'reflaxes of Intellectual aotlvltys starting out from an analysis of 
the main mental operations Involved In the various phases of mental aotlvlty and 
deliberately Ipiorlng traditional dlvlslone between the various subjects. Thus, 
to take just one ejcanqplei and tri^thout going into details about the various parts 
of the training^ the operation of claeslfylng tos thus Illustrated and taught with 
the help of elements borrowed either from ourrtnt speech or the orgMizmtlon of 
work^ or from the classification of the solances. The essential tMng ima, and 
still Is wherever this mathed continues to be used, to demonstrate the plaoe, 
role and In^ortanoe of the "classification'- operation In all mlka of llfa^ hoM 
and private life as well aa worlcing and social life, and to provide, by a" series 
of suitable exerolsea, the means wid the tools by wWLch to carry It out. It was 
thus an original comblnatlpn of living logic and living rhetorlGpelosaly bound 
aM lijiked to the needs and clrewE^tancas of action. Needlass to say, since 
this method will develop the Ijidlvidiml- a powers of Judgement and rafleetlon md 
slnoe it is based on a philosophy of self -aufficlancy^ it has enemies as well as 
friends^ particularly In poUtioal oiroles which, as tlwy do not share this liking 
for Intellectual lndapend.ence, have ^^atar confldanoe in forml eflucatlon and 
Its traditions md methoda for the training of minds. 

Worker educ^tlon^.oper was only part of our team's activity, however. A 
cultiiral centra was ^ set up at the same time, and this too, using different means 
and by other kinds of aotlvlty, tried to meet the needs of a developing culture. 
Integrating the various elements contributing to modem society, beginning with 
the work of men ijid the various attainments of modem art. To establish a frult-i 
ful dialo^ae. between the. various dapartments as well as betweari teactors and 
taught p an Inter -departmental centre was set up. An association ma forMd to 
co-oi-dinata the different parts of this work, which adopted the name of "Peupla 
et Culture"* - The association soon fowid that Its work met a national need and 
it was not Irag before' the ^oup forsook Its provincial surroundings and , as 
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they iay, "went up to Paris". It has now been oarrying on its aotlvlty from 
Paris with varying degrees of suooess for a quarter of a eentiiry^ alongside othtr 
bodies aoncernad with populai» DUlture but mintalnlng its origlimlity of approaeh 
to problems and Its inventiveness In the fields of theory and ntathods. 

Over the years we Issued a niAber of publiQatlons whlgh Imve lost nothing of 
their vigour and relevanGe^ln partioular the manifesto of Peuple et Cult we and a 
textbook on mental training* The institutions we ©atablished were short-lived^ 
however. They oould not smvlve when the spirit of the ReslstanQe ran out^ when 
oertaln politlQal ultimatums were delivered ^d when the team, exoapt for a hard 
oora of militants who have settled in Paris and now work at national levels 
dlsperstd to return to their Interests, 

The bulk of what I tove aeeoR^llshed in adult eduaatlon sinoa that time^ in 
almost thirty years of practleal e^perltnaa and of thinking back on aM forward 
from that exparlenoa^ I owe to that Peupl©' et &alture e^rlment whigh provided 
eaoh of us with a fund of ideas and lines of approaQh on which we are still 
largely drawing. I was personally mmble to adopt the politloal Gowoes of aotlon 
□hosed by comrades In the MovtMnt, I had to leave the team and subsequently 
began an Ir.ternatlonal career whloh was Interrupted only briefly for national 
aotivitlas. During that tlme^ Peuple et Culture lived on and fought on. One 
could talk endlessly about the many BXid varied Qontributiona mde by this h^idful 
of men not only to popular oulture but to the developMnt of the ooimtiv's 
Intelleetual life. It was witMn that olrole, for exanple^ that the ooneepta of 
oultural polioy and of ttia sooiolofflr of leisure^ oonaeptB so full of meaning and 
promise^ came to maturity* Peuple at Culture has never oeasad to play a pioneer- 
ing rSle and, to be In the forefront of the fl^t to create a oultwe for our 
tlmas* 

All the sajiie^ we are forced to admit that, we have not suooeeded In ow under - 
taling md that our e^qpectatlons have not bean fulfilled. What ms our ambition 
after all? As we said at the beglmlng^ it vms to help to make a better life ^ 
and for all the reasons wa have sat out^ our hope lay in eduoatlon. We staked 
our faith on aducatlonp but what is ttie position today In Eranee and in moat of 
the other countries wMoh we have been able to study or about whlah we have 
verifiable Informtlon? We are ^ Indeed^ forced to adndt that adult eduoatlon 
still eKlst^ only in a rudimentary state, 

Iven the most optlmlstla obiervers of the edUQatlonal sQena In our ooimtrleB 
have to admit that adult education cuts a poor flgwe both to Itself and In 
oosf^rlson with the other sectors of education* ' Altheia^ all cMldren go wllly* 
nlUy ttoou^ the edueational nd.ll and the period of schooling Is steadily gottlr^ 
longer^ how mny people^ after their school days ^however long^ are over ^ continue 

itudy, to educate themselves, to keep themselves regularly informed ^ to 
davelop, by means of contlnuTO^ the skills^ gifts eiid talents 

with wMch they set out? Although It Is Ir^oaalble to give even approximate 
figures slnca the gtmt variety of "inofficial" forms of education have to 
taken Into account^ one can say without f ear of contradiction that such paopla 
rapreaont a mrglnal fringe p*bup In the eom!^ 

Of oourse, there are ;mportant areas of M^lonar^ note 
ttitU eatlsf action tha^ progress has bean nade.. Thla is true of vocational train- 
ing. The rapid proiress of teelmology aid the rieultM^t phenomena of geographical 
and social mobility eh^. the threat of menrployment have pi^c^uc^^ a aitimtlon 
j^'^lch la favourable for educational action. In this field^ the demMd for ^id 
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supply of trainlr^ oontlnus to p»owj furtheraore, laglslmtion^ adminlatrative 
maasurei funds axiit this sector, thus mking it poseible to foresee that 
the gap between needs iiifl reaoiffQes will be narrowed in the relatlvaly near future. 

But what about the rest? VJhat progi»ess om we note In the training of the 
Intellact^ of the aaniiblllty, in aeathttlc ai^ above all in polltlGfci maa aoclal 
eduoatlon? There are aertaln aatlve nualel whoie work meriti the oloiast attention 
but what about the masaee who are, ii% the final analysis , the onea who matter | 
the ones who make up a comnmltyp a people, a nation or a olvlllzatlon? It WDUld 
be better not to dwell too long on the Inertia and passivity one ean see for fear 
of appearins too peislmlstlQ and tco unfair toTOrda the renmrkabla things whloh 
are being aooos^llehed in the various saotors* Wtet is eertaln is tMt the bodlee 
which have or have taken on the responsibility for organiilng this aspect of the 
country's polltleal and cultural life function sluggishly, have only a surfaoe 
oontaot with soolety and represent but a minor foroe In relation to the other 
atructures of social life such as polltloal parties, churches, trade unlona, 
univeraltles, professional asseolatlons and pressure groups. 

Wimt are the reasoM for this weatoess? How is it timt adult eduoatlon, In 
spite of Ite Injjortance for the lives of Indlvldmls md society, has not managed 
to establish itself wid take strong root in ow coimtrles? This is the vital 
question whloh those among us for whom ephemaral suQcesses and einall achievements 
are not enou^ have been imable to evada* 

There Is a great tei^tatlon to blaine the apEstlQ" BxyQ. sometimes fevnn hostility 
of the publlQ authorities* Indeed, this factor owmat be ignored, slnGe all 
authorities are, by nature diatruatful of MytMng which mi^t lead to what they 
would call an unco^operatlve attitude, in other words a arltlcal attitude and a 
lack of respect for the EatabllrtMient * This factor must certainly be neither 
IffiQvmi nor mlnlmig^td but It ocouples only a secondary plaae and plays oray a 
secondary part in an overall analysis of the problem. To place responsibility 
for shortoomir^s on people who, by mture and by virtu© of their functions have 
no tocentive or reason to, ch^^ a slttiatlon which is, or so they thli^, favo\:a*able 
to them, is pototleas and gets us novrtiere. The malyals must thus be taken further 
and we must look towards the "interested parties" In the legal sense, l.e, towards 
the adults themselves * Here we are forced to a n\unber of concluelons which lead 
on one from another. The first la ttot there is one essential reason why adiilt 
eduoatlon fails to mkm Its preflence felt and why it lacks vigour, which la that 
it does not correspond to a desire, or at least to a determination* Child educa- 
tion has audi $iXi iriportairt place to natloiml life ever^here in the world because 
It is a response to a UT^versal aspiration. Every adult, whatever Ms degree of 
davelopTOnt imd his level of awareness, knows K^ itoderstMds the Ir^ortMice of 
training and education for his cMldren* The desire for more schools, more 
teachers and a wider aGcess to education finds ej^r^ in demmda of a political 

natitt^ . The authorities , for their part , Imve conf idenee in the school as a 
source of wealth, as a faqtcr for national stability aM integration and as the 
easentlal upholder of ri^t behaviour md right thlnk^ since public aM 

private motivations thus coincide, school education is foimded on a rock has 
an irrepreaslble vitality* If the Indlfferenee of the; authorities tomrds a 
education la to be replaced ^ an active interest ari If it Is to be gl 
adeqmte structuws and l^tltutlons, and auf flalent humwi md flnMicial reaourceS| 
it mst dtmM,^ if not by the whole df society,' a Infliiin- 
tlal iectora of It, Tlwre can be no vigorous md flourl^^ adult education 
uirfcll 



But we mus-fc parry this tra.±n of =bhou^Lt fH«**tiBr»* is it 1 

as ±ndivicl\mls and mambera of differen-b eooial groups are in gi 
Imowladge and regular information^ of training for their faoultiei 
sion, feeling and QOimamleation^ only want education for other pec 
ly those In their oharge^ their children^ but for their ow/i part i 
any thins lllc# an effort In thlo dlr^^otlon* VThy this ooolnaas and 
hoetlllty to^raprrta any eduoational ente^riae? How one avoid t 

eonGluslon that^ for the nmjority ©f them^ ttielr e^erienoe of edu 
been a ha^py one? 

In faot^ we who are Involved in adult eduoation ar^ led by 
thought e to oonelude that the wea^neaa of oiir entair^rise ia not fc 
that neither is It due to some ill -defined lethargy or inertia to 
fall pray whan they reaoh adulthood, but that it la %lm reeult of 
frustratlone , trawimtlG e^erlenoea «id mlased opportunities , It 
that if an adult loses Interest In his eduoation and^ apart from m 
aaaes^ tuma aalde from both the Id^wayB m^A the by^waya of aduua 
beoause at an linpraaBlQnabla ase^ in oltlldhood or adolaaoanoa, he 
what he wanted eLnd e^^aoted In tha type of eduoation offered to hi 
hlai. We had to aqQept the obvloua fact that once the preasure^ 
exerted by tl» a\rthorlties and the family or by the need to leam 
removed^ only a snmll; nmriber of enthualaatlo amateiara made any aue 
to at%idy and laa^m. What other oonoluaion can be drawn from all % 
faots if not that eduoation as It now functions is on the wrong tr 
a v^atase of ana rgy^ enthusiasm amd resottt^oea aa^moat without paral 
other a^otor of national life exoapt^ of oourae^ military prograran 
pro j*^ata* 

Aa adult eduoatora^ we oould not but tiam ot^ eyas aind Ota* at- 
adua^tion as a whole * It vmm p. logloal development of what we war. 
wlaa w^uld have been aonderanlng ouraelvaa to aooept absurdity ^ : 
ourselvea confronted with adul in a state of shook ^ out off 

normal sourofe^i^ wr their oMativlty^ alieTO the natural sta- 

the heart wM.oh Is never to atop questioning the i^rld and worl 
own per fa ot ion. For some years, therefore while atlll aarrying on 
work for adults^ we have l^en more and more wgently drawi to oona: 
of eduoation and the sucoesslon a^ Inter-relation of its various j 
we speak of life -long eduaation^ It is the imity and totality of tl 
prooees whl^ we have oonata^tly to^ 

It will isa seen that wa by life-long eduoat: 

eduoation as, to ow re^et, la ap often done ^ Why, after all, 
for aoTOthlne alre^y v»ll enoui^^^^^ Identified b^ the 

used? TOiy add y^ another tertn, albeit with alwdas of to 

already len^l^ llet of ejq^eeeloha 11^ pojrtili^r^ e 

eduoation , oonTO »nlty deyelppmant , basic eduoation, eta * There is m 
already. V^t i,^^ meaw by llfe-^ a aeries of very i 

ejq>erliMhts ajjd aohlevementa,- to other wo^^s^ eduoation in the ful3 
word , in all Its aepeots and dirosnaions , in Ita xs^nterruptad deval 
the first momenta of life to the very last and to the oloee, organJ 
oonnexlon between the varioug pbtote axwi^ aueoaaalve phases to its d 

This In no way means that adult education Is losing grotand and 
leas import«it| on the contrary it thua acquirea a heightened . algnl 
prominenoa. Firstly^ ^he more adulta there are requiring education 
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natuimlly will they feel the need to form assoelations mnd t© reoaiva telp and 
guidano© from iMtltutlons and people epeeiallzirig In thla kind of aatlvlty. But 
this lo not all I the auDoess of eveiy undartaklna eawied on under the banner and 
follOTlns the path of life -long education quite dlearly depends on the exletenoe 
of a vast network of eduoatlonal and cultural facilities for adults. No reform 
of education at any given level "A" is in fact pOMlble nor can it be envisaged 
unlesi education oontinuea at Iwel "B" | and so on. If Individuals are left to 
thair own devices once they leave aohool or university and do not find in their 
immediate environment the tools and atructui^s for a llvl^ eduQatlon adapted to 
life in Its continual evolution^ It la clear that there c^ be no escape f^om 
encyclopedlsm^ l.e, the imavoldable althou#i ant i •educational and Irrational need 
to stock -pile taiowledge and accimulate ready^-nmde answers to question which have 
never seriously been. asked* It will to seen that the concept of life -long educa- 
tion is oirculars there can cnly be life -long education worthy of the naro of 
people receive In Qhlldhood a fair and rational education^ based on life's needs 
airf enli^ttned by the finding and data of soolologyj psyGholoKTj and ^ysical 
and mental hysiene J but an eduoation of this kind cannot be achieved unless adult 
education Itself Is firmly eetabllehsd in peoples* minds and in the way of llfe^ 
and has a solid institutional baels* ' 

Even now^ hCT^ever, the contribution nade by adult education to education as 
a whole is a deeislve aM irTeplaceable one* As we teve seen^ it in adult 
educatlan^ bealnnlng with a series of analyses of the nature j Oircumstences ^d 
prosress of the work in hand and of tto obst encomitered^ that th© theory 
and^ to some extent 3 the practice of life ^long education were worked out tad are 
contlnid.ns to be worked out. Adult education has also made a speolflo and direct 
contribution to the world of eduQatlon in the realm of cuirloula and activities. 
The real educational innovations of our tlw have been Introduced In adult educa- 
tion. It was Here that group work rep the exclusive use of foraal lectures, 
lessons and exercises/ Adult ed^ only a substitiite for 
and cor^lement to school educatlonp-sbuna the Idea of marks i positions punish- 
ments and rewards and all that clutter from a bygbne age which our schools still 
harbour* Iducation shOT here In its time light as a process of exchange 
and dialogue l:i which each participates md contributes according to what he Isj 
to his specific acquirements and talents, and not according to set patterns. 
There is no selectldni which is a bratal md wasteful proceaa 5 nor are there ai^ 
examinations euid c©^^ which distort the teaching process and Impair the 
normal developmsnt of the perionallty throt^ f ear of failwe . adult educa- 
tion , there is no hierarchy of methods and it Is no mere chanoe that th^ 
orthodox methods of education, visual methods in particular j Imve long been 
accepted in aduW Inatltuticms • In a word ^ It Is education In freedom, 
for freedom and by freedom! at least wherever adult education is given its head 
and does not have alien patterns imposed on It for professional | political or 
partisan raasons. 

The question nevertheless remains, how can such necessax^ changts be made? 
vniere are the forces necessary to overcome obstacles iuid inertia? Is It not an 
unbreatoble vicious circle , since those responsible for talcing action on education 
are precisely the ones In whose interest it is to see that it does not change | 
those who maintain the traditional patterns which have made them what they are 
and which bolster up their position and their prestlst? V/e thus come down to the 
root of the problem and It is essentially a political one. Only an evolution in 
political thinking and a new view of the relationship between the authorities and 
the citizen, between governing and govemed, between the admlndstratora and those 
administered can make it possible to set the objectives of a new kind of education 
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and slve the strength needed to put creatlye Innovation In the plaoe of retrograde 
tradition. This does not prevent us either firom crltlelzlns or frbra saeklns 
particular solutions to partloular problemai In the Ions terin, however , there 
will be no solution to the problem of a batter life except in a aoolety Imbued 
throu^ and thi'ou^ with the principle of llfe^long eduoatlon and In m edueation 
eloBely bound up with the advmoes and aehleveroants of aoelety- 



